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I join in extending a warm congratu-

lations to Senator COLLINS on this ter-
rific achievement and thank her for her 
many years of public service to her 
State and country. 

And, in deference to this nice occa-
sion, I would ask we all stay in the 
Chamber and vote quickly so we can 
leave. I know that is a passion for Sen-
ator COLLINS. 

Seriously, we should all try to stay 
in the Chamber and get this done fast. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
January 22, 1997, Senator COLLINS cast 
her first rollcall vote for Madeleine 
Albright to be Secretary of State. 
From that moment on, she has not 
missed one single, solitary vote; zero 
sick days, zero scheduling conflicts. 
Whether we were voting on war or 
peace, historic legislation, or the most 
routine and uncontroversial bills and 
nominations, the Senator has made 
sure that Maine got its say every sin-
gle time. 

So here is some perspective. The 
longest consecutive games streak in 
Major League Baseball famously be-
longed to Cal Ripken, Jr. Well, our col-
league from Caribou has lapped him 
three times and counting. And, by the 
way, the Iron Horse didn’t have to plan 
around weekly air travel in and out of 
New England, all winter, every winter. 

Anybody who knows Senator COLLINS 
knows this moment is not really about 
a round number; it is about the ap-
proach which the number happens to 
reflect. Our colleague is diligent. She is 
devoted. Her level of preparation is un-
paralleled. She holds herself to the 
highest standards, and she delivers. 

It is in her blood. Both of our col-
league’s parents served separate terms 
as mayor of Caribou. But the Senator 
also draws inspiration from outside the 
gene pool. She rightly idolizes her 
predecessor from Maine, the legendary 
Margaret Chase Smith, but even Sen-
ator Smith’s own impressive voting 
streak topped out just shy of 3,000. 

I am just sorry that today’s mile-
stone moment couldn’t present our col-
league with a challenge worthy of her 
skills. Lucky number 8,000 didn’t even 
require a sprained ankle or a hasty exit 
from a departing airplane. 

So congratulations to our colleague 
on this moment and all that it rep-
resents. 

Ms. COLLINS. Thank you. Thank 
you very much. Thank you. 

(Applause, Senators rising.) 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Republican whip. 
Mr. THUNE. Madam President, in 

just a few minutes, we are going to 
take another vote here in the U.S. Sen-
ate. It is just an ordinary vote for most 
of us, unless you are SUSAN COLLINS be-
cause this next vote we are going to 
take in the Senate will be SUSAN COL-
LINS’ 8,000th consecutive vote. That is 
right. The leader described it, she is 
the Cal Ripken of the U.S. Senate. He 
played 2,632 consecutive games, and 

SUSAN COLLINS has been showing up 
every day for work and bringing her A 
game, literally, since January of 1997. 

It is an extraordinary number. But 
what it represents is what really mat-
ters, and that is SUSAN’s work ethic, 
her tenacity, and her unshakable com-
mitment to the people of Maine. If 
there is one thing that the people of 
Maine can depend on, it is that SUSAN 
COLLINS will be there to represent 
them, not just on the big days or for 
the big votes but every day on every 
single vote. 

I am also proud to stand up today 
and to recognize SUSAN. 

SUSAN, congratulations on this in-
credible milestone. You truly are the 
workhorse of the U.S. Senate. Here is 
to the next 8,000. 

(Applause.) 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority whip. 
Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I 

would just say to Senator COLLINS: You 
are my colleague and my friend. If they 
write the history of this place, they 
might make a footnote that we had a 
book club—a little one—between us. 
We exchanged a lot of books over the 
years. I thank you for your friendship 
and kindness, all the way through, and 
congratulations on this milestone. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will resume consideration of 
the Prelogar nomination, which the 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Elizabeth Prelogar, of Idaho, 
to be Solicitor General of the United 
States. 

VOTE ON PRELOGAR NOMINATION 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The question is, Will the Senate 
advise and consent to the Prelogar 
nomination? 

Mr. DURBIN. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there a sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN) and the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) are necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the 
Senator from North Carolina (Mr. 
BURR), the Senator from North Dakota 
(Mr. CRAMER), the Senator from Wis-
consin (Mr. JOHNSON), the Senator from 
Louisiana (Mr. KENNEDY), the Senator 
from Kansas (Mr. MORAN), the Senator 
from South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS), the 
Senator from Florida (Mr. SCOTT), and 
the Senator from Indiana (Mr. YOUNG). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from Indiana (Mr. YOUNG) 
would have noted ‘‘nay.’’ 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Are there any other Senators in 
the Chamber desiring to vote. 

The result was announced—yeas 53, 
nays 36, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 446 Ex.] 

YEAS—53 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Crapo 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Reed 
Risch 
Rosen 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Tillis 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—36 

Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hassan 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 

Paul 
Portman 
Romney 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Toomey 
Tuberville 
Wicker 

NOT VOTING—11 

Barrasso 
Burr 
Cramer 
Feinstein 

Johnson 
Kennedy 
Moran 
Rounds 

Sanders 
Scott (FL) 
Young 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the mo-
tions to reconsider are considered made 
and laid upon the table, and the Presi-
dent will be immediately notified of 
the Senate’s actions. 

The Senator from Maine. 
Ms. COLLINS. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the re-
maining votes be 10 minutes in length. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Pursuant to rule XXII, the Chair 
lays before the Senate the pending clo-
ture motion, which the clerk will state. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 471, Beth 
Robinson, of Vermont, to be United States 
Circuit Judge for the Second Circuit. 

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin, 
Mazie K. Hirono, Jeff Merkley, Tammy 
Duckworth, Sheldon Whitehouse, Brian 
Schatz, Patrick J. Leahy, Alex Padilla, 
Jack Reed, Chris Van Hollen, Chris-
topher Murphy, Jacky Rosen, Edward 
J. Markey, Martin Heinrich, Chris-
topher A. Coons. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. By unanimous consent, the man-
datory quorum call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Beth Robinson, of Vermont, to be 
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